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Subject:  Better Newspaper, Free Circulation and Special Interest, and Student Newspaper Editorial Competition 

Results 

 
Embargoed until 3 p.m., Saturday, April 8 
 
 The Madison Journal (Tallulah), the Plaquemine Post/South, L’Observateur (LaPlace), the 
Minden Press-Herald, The Courier (Houma), The Advertiser (Lafayette), and The Times-Picayune 
(New Orleans) earned Newspaper of the Year honors in their respective divisions at the 120th 
Annual Louisiana Press Association Convention in Lafayette. 
 
 The designation for the Newspaper of the Year is based on the number of points earned in 
the Better Newspaper Editorial Competition and the Better Newspaper Advertising Competition for 
1999 with awards being given in individual contests for first, second, and third places.  The 
editorial contests range from news story writing to graphic design while the advertising entries 
were judged based on design, creativity and effectiveness.  The North Carolina Press Association 
judged the advertising contest last fall.  The Washington Newspaper Publishers Association judged 
the editorial contest this spring. 
 
 Seventy-seven newspapers, publications, and college/university student newspapers 
submitted 2,030 entries. 
 
 Earning sweepstakes awards in the editorial competition were the Madison Journal 
(Tallulah), the Plaquemine Post/South, the Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News, The Slidell 
Sentry-News, The Courier (Houma), The Advertiser (Lafayette), The Times-Picayune (New 
Orleans). 
 
 The Courier (Houma) won the Freedom of Information award for its efforts that showed a 
real application and explanation of the Freedom of Information Act in regard to action taken by the 
Houma Housing Authority.  The newspaper’s efforts resulted in the criminal investigation of the 
Housing Authority operation and investigation of the violation of the public meetings law.  The 
saga is also continuing with a federal lawsuit and the election of a new parish president as the 
political fall-out. “Through The Courier’s pursuit of the truth, the people of Terrebonne Parish now 
are aware of not only what the Housing Authority is supposed to do, but also what it isn’t,” said 
Mike Slaughter, executive editor.  

(continued) 



1999 Better Newspaper Editorial Competition (page 2)  
Best Front Page 
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans 
1 2nd Place The Times Shreveport 
1 3rd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge 
2 1st Place The Town Talk Alexandria 
2 2nd Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles 
2 3rd Place News-Star Monroe 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma  
3 2nd Place Daily Star Hammond 
3 3rd Place Daily World Opelousas 
4 1st Place Minden Press-Herald Minden 
4 2nd Place The Ruston Daily Leader Ruston 
4 3rd Place Jennings Daily News Jennings 
5 1st Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs 
5 2nd Place Bossier Press Tribune Bossier City 
5 3rd Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte 
5 Honorable Mention L'Observateur LaPlace 
6 1st Place Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne 
6 2nd Place The Pointe Coupee Banner New Roads 
6 3rd Place Teche News St. Martinville 
7 1st Place Madison Journal Tallulah 
7 2nd Place The Donaldsonville Chief Donaldsonville 
7 3rd Place Richland Beacon-News Rayville 
 
Best Editorial Page 
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans 
1 2nd Place The Times Shreveport 
1 3rd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge 
2 1st Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles 
2 2nd Place The Advertiser Lafayette 
2 3rd Place News-Star Monroe 
3 1st Place The Daily Iberian New Iberia 
3 2nd Place The Courier Houma 
3 3rd Place Daily Star Hammond 
4 1st Place Jennings Daily News Jennings 
4 2nd Place The Daily Review Morgan City 
4 3rd Place Minden Press-Herald Minden 
5 1st Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs 
5 2nd Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte 
5 3rd Place The News-Banner Covington 
6 1st Place The Era-Leader Franklinton 
6 2nd Place Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne 
6 3rd Place The Franklin Sun Winnsboro 
7 1st Place Madison Journal Tallulah 
7 2nd Place The Bunkie Record Bunkie  
7 3rd Place West Side Journal Port Allen 



1999 Better Newspaper Editorial Competition (page 3)  
Best Single Editorial 
1 1st Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Lanny Keller 
1 2nd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Terri Troncale 
1 3rd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Sara Pagones 
2 1st Place News-Star Monroe  David Barham 
2 2nd Place The Advertiser Lafayette Bob Hamm 
2 3rd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Jim Leggett 
2 Honorable Mention The Advertiser Lafayette Bob Hamm 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma  Mark Green 
3 2nd Place Daily World Opelousas Harlan Kirgan 
3 3rd Place The Courier Houma  Mark Green 
3 Honorable Mention Daily Star Hammond Lil Mirando 

 Sylvia Schon 
4 1st Place The Daily News Bogalusa Lou Major, Jr. 
4 2nd Place Abbeville Meridional Abbeville Suzanne Moore 
4 3rd Place Jennings Daily News Jennings  Jessica Richard 
5 1st Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte  Mike Gorman 
5 2nd Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs Mike Dowty 
5 3rd Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs Mike Dowty 
5 Honorable Mention L'Observateur LaPlace  Sandy Seal 
6 1st Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Ellie Hebert 
6 2nd Place The Era-Leader Franklinton Steve Kuperstock 
6 3rd Place The Pointe Coupee Banner New Roads Brent Roy 
7 1st Place Madison Journal  Tallulah  George Graham 
7 2nd Place West Side Journal Port Allen Jeremy Alford 
7 3rd Place The Guardian-Journal Homer  Susan T. Herring 
 
Best Feature Story 
1 1st Place The Times Shreveport Don Walker 
1 2nd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Natalie Pompilio 
1 3rd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Kristen King 
1 Honorable Mention The Times-Picayune New Orleans John Pope 
2 1st Place The Advertiser Lafayette Cindy Urrea 
2 2nd Place The Advertiser Lafayette Cindy Urrea 
2 3rd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Dave Raiford 
2 Honorable Mention News-Star Monroe  Eleanor Rushing 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma  Lebron Miles 
3 2nd Place The Courier Houma  Steven Ward 
3 3rd Place Daily Star Hammond Adam Daigle 
3 Honorable Mention The Daily Iberian New Iberia Trevis Badeux 
4 1st Place The Daily Review Morgan City Jean McCorkle 
4 2nd Place Abbeville Meridional Abbeville Suzanne Moore 
4 3rd Place Abbeville Meridional Abbeville Charlene Lege 
4 Honorable Mention The Daily Review Morgan City Steve Shirley 
5 1st Place The News-Banner Covington Ray Broussard 
5 2nd Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs Carol Stuart 
5 3rd Place Bossier Press Tribune Bossier City Elaine Derouen 
5 Honorable Mention St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte  Al Rogers 
6 1st Place Ascension Citizen Gonzales Angela B. Boudreaux 
6 2nd Place Concordia Sentinel Ferriday  Hope Young 
6 3rd Place The Sabine Index Many  Donna Smith Ammons 
6 Honorable Mention Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Annabelle Armstrong 
7 1st Place The Donaldsonville Chief Donaldsonville Jennifer Cooke 
7 2nd Place Coushatta Citizen Coushatta J.M. Jones 
7 3rd Place The Gueydan Journal Gueydan Michael Rizzuto 
7 Honorable Mention Caddo Citizen Vivian  Sharon Collins 



1999 Better Newspaper Editorial Competition (page 4)  
Best News Story 
1 1st Place The Times Shreveport Staff  
1 2nd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge John McMillan 
1 3rd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Gordon Russell 
2 1st Place News-Star Monroe Eleanor Rushing 
    Nathaniel Jones 
2 2nd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Eloria James 
2 3rd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Nancy Lewis 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma Charles Lussier 
3 2nd Place The Daily Iberian New Iberia Trevis Badeaux 
3 3rd Place The Daily Iberian New Iberia Richard Burgess 
3 Honorable Mention Daily World Opelousas Jacqueline Cochran 
    P. Devalcourt 
4 1st Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Kevin Chiri 
4 2nd Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Robert Roan 
4 3rd Place Minden Press-Herald Minden Karla Campbell 
5 1st Place L'Observateur LaPlace Leonard Gray 
    Deborah Corrao 
5 2nd Place Bossier Press Tribune Bossier City Pat Culverhouse 
5 3rd Place The Ville Platte Gazette Ville Platte Carissa Hebert 
6 1st Place Ascension Citizen Gonzales Andrea Alexander 
6 2nd Place The Sabine Index Many Donna Smith Ammons 
6 3rd Place The Sabine Index Many Donna Smith Ammons 
7 1st Place Madison Journal Tallulah George Graham 
7 2nd Place Coushatta Citizen Coushatta J.M. Jones 
7 3rd Place Madison Journal Tallulah George Graham 
7 Honorable Mention The Donaldsonville Chief Donaldsonville Lester Kenyon 
 

Best Sports Story 
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Josh Peter 
1 2nd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Josh Peter 
1 3rd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Glenn Guilbeau 
1 3rd Place The Times Shreveport Carl Dubois 
2 1st Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles Scooter Hobbs 
2 2nd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Bob Thompkins 
2 3rd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Eric Branch 
2 Honorable Mention The Advertiser Lafayette Bruce Brown 
3 1st Place The Daily Comet Thibodaux Brent St. Germain 
3 2nd Place The Daily Comet Thibodaux Teddy Renois 
3 3rd Place The Daily Iberian New Iberia Brady Aymond 
3 3rd Place Daily World Opelousas Tom Dodge 
4 1st Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Sean Deveney 
4 2nd Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Sean Deveney 
4 3rd Place The Ruston Daily Leader Ruston O.K. Davis 
5 1st Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte Al Rogers 
5 2nd Place L'Observateur LaPlace Michael Kiral 
5 3rd Place The News-Banner Covington Milton Fontenot 
5 Honorable Mention The Eunice News Eunice Van Reed 
    John Burson 
6 1st Place Teche News St. Martinville Steven K. Landry 
6 2nd Place Teche News St. Martinville Henri C. Bienvenu 
6 3rd Place Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne Jason Lopez 
7 1st Place Coushatta Citizen Coushatta J.M. Jones 
7 2nd Place Kentwood News-Ledger Kentwood Steve Byrd 
7 3rd Place The Zachary Plainsman-News Zachary Michelle Krennerich 
7 Honorable Mention The Bunkie Record Bunkie Garland Forman 



1999 Better Newspaper Editorial Competition (page 5)  
Best Regular Column 
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Lolis Eric Elie 
1 2nd Place The Times Shreveport Teddy Allen 
1 3rd Place The Times Shreveport Martha Fitzgerald  
2 1st Place News-Star Monroe Bob Teague 
2 2nd Place News-Star Monroe Mark Rainwater 
2 3rd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Ron Grant 
3 1st Place Daily World Opelousas Herman Fuselier 
3 2nd Place Daily Star Hammond Lil Mirando 
3 3rd Place The Courier Houma Mike Slaughter 
4 1st Place The Daily News Bogalusa Bob Ann Breland 
4 2nd Place The Daily Review Morgan City Ted McManus 
4 3rd Place The Daily News Bogalusa Lou Major, Jr. 
5 1st Place Bossier Press Tribune Bossier City Elaine Derouen 
5 2nd Place The News-Banner Covington Lee Dresselhaus 
5 3rd Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs Mike Dowty 
6 1st Place The Franklin Sun Winnsboro Rod Elrod 
6 2nd Place Enterprise-Interstate Progress Mansfield John Blanchard 
6 3rd Place The Era-Leader Franklinton Steve Kuperstock 
6 Honorable Mention Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Ellie Hebert 
7 1st Place The Basile Weekly Basile Joe Burge 
7 2nd Place The Gueydan Journal Gueydan Meceal H. Smith 
7 3rd Place Richland Beacon-News Rayville Mandi Hollis 
 
Best Sports Column  
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Peter Finney 
1 2nd Place The Times Shreveport Scott Ferrell 
1 3rd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Sam King 
2 1st Place The Town Talk Alexandria Bob Thompkins 
2 2nd Place The Advertiser Lafayette Bruce Brown 
2 3rd Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles Scooter Hobbs 
3 1st Place Daily Star Hammond John Lenz 
3 2nd Place Daily World Opelousas Tom Dodge 
3 2nd Place The Daily Comet Thibodaux Teddy Renois 
3 3rd Place The Courier Houma Jon T. Stewart 
3 Honorable Mention The Daily Comet Thibodaux Brent St. Germain 
4 1st Place Jennings Daily News Jennings Brian Trahan 
4 2nd Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Sean Deveney 
4 3rd Place Jennings Daily News Jennings Chris Willis 
5 1st Place The News-Banner Covington Kerry Schmidt 
5 2nd Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte Al Rogers 
5 3rd Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs Sam Muffoletto 
6 1st Place Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne Jason Lopez 
6 2nd Place The Era-Leader Franklinton Danny Nowlin 
6 3rd Place The Era-Leader Franklinton Kay Bell  
7 1st Place West Side Journal Port Allen John Dupont 
7 2nd Place The Gueydan Journal Gueydan Mike Rizzuto 
7 3rd Place The Bunkie Record Bunkie Garland Forman 



1999 Better Newspaper Editorial Competition (page 6)  
Best Overall Sports Coverage 
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans 
1 2nd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge 
1 3rd Place The Times Shreveport 
2 1st Place The Town Talk Alexandria 
2 2nd Place The Advertiser Lafayette 
2 3rd Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma  
3 2nd Place The Daily Comet Thibodaux 
3 3rd Place Daily World Opelousas 
4 1st Place Jennings Daily News Jennings 
4 2nd Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell  
4 3rd Place Minden Press-Herald Minden 
5 1st Place L'Observateur LaPlace 
5 2nd Place Bossier Press Tribune Bossier City 
5 3rd Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte 
6 1st Place The Ouachita Citizen West Monroe 
6 2nd Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine 
6 3rd Place Ascension Citizen Gonzales 
7 1st Place West Side Journal Port Allen 
7 2nd Place The Gueydan Journal Gueydan 
7 3rd Place Kentwood News-Ledger Kentwood 
7 Honorable Mention Amite Tangi-Digest Amite 
 
Best Family News Coverage 
1 1st Place The Times Shreveport 
1 2nd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans 
1 3rd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge 
2 1st Place The Advertiser Lafayette 
2 2nd Place News-Star Monroe 
2 3rd Place The Town Talk Alexandria 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma 
3 2nd Place The Daily Comet Thibodaux 
3 3rd Place Daily Star Hammond 
4 1st Place The Daily News Bogalusa 
4 2nd Place Jennings Daily News Jennings 
4 3rd Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell 
5 1st Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs 
5 2nd Place L'Observateur LaPlace 
5 3rd Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte 
6 1st Place Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne 
6 2nd Place The Franklin Sun Winnsboro 
6 3rd Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine 
6 Honorable Mention Enterprise-Interstate Progress Mansfield 
7 1st Place West Side Journal Port Allen 
7 2nd Place West Carroll Gazette Oak Grove 
7 3rd Place The Guardian-Journal Homer 



1999 Better Newspaper Editorial Competition (page 7)  
Best News Coverage 
1 1st Place The Advocate Baton Rouge 
1 2nd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans 
1 3rd Place The Times Shreveport 
2 1st Place The Advertiser Lafayette 
2 2nd Place News-Star Monroe 
2 3rd Place The Town Talk Alexandria 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma 
3 2nd Place The Daily Iberian New Iberia 
3 3rd Place Daily Star Hammond 
4 1st Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell 
4 2nd Place Jennings Daily News Jennings 
4 3rd Place The Daily News Bogalusa 
5 1st Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs 
5 2nd Place L'Observateur LaPlace 
5 3rd Place The News-Banner Covington 
6 1st Place Ascension Citizen Gonzales 
6 2nd Place The Jena Times-Olla-Tullos Signal Jena 
6 2nd Place Enterprise-Interstate Progress Mansfield 
6 Honorable Mention The Pointe Coupee Banner New Roads  
7 1st Place Madison Journal Tallulah 
7 2nd Place West Side Journal Port Allen 
7 3rd Place The Basile Weekly Basile 



1999 Better Newspaper Editorial Competition (page 8)  
Best Continuing Coverage of a Single News Event 
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Kristen Dezguzzi 
    Martha Carr 
    Susan Finch 
1 2nd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Tom Guarisco 
1 2nd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Manuel Reig-Franzia 
1 3rd Place The Times Shreveport Michelle Mahfoufi 
    Katherine Gilbert 
    David Westerfield 
    John Prime 
1 Honorable Mention The Times Shreveport Staff  
2 1st Place The Advertiser Lafayette Staff  
2 2nd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Sophia McKenzie staff 
2 3rd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Nancy Lewis 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma Steven Ward 
    Clyde Charles 
3 2nd Place Daily Star Hammond Joe Gould 
    Polly Greene 
3 3rd Place The Daily Iberian New Iberia Richard Burgess 
    Nathan Sampay 
3 Honorable Mention The Courier Houma Steven Ward 
4 1st Place Minden Press-Herald Minden Allen J.M. Smith 
4 2nd Place The Daily News Bogalusa Lou Major, Jr. 
4 3rd Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Pat Chiri  
    Parish Howard 
    Mitchell Richard  
4 Honorable Mention Minden Press-Herald Minden Karla Sumrall 
    Heather White 
5 1st Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs Alice Dowty 
    Mike Dowty 
5 2nd Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs Alice Dowty 
5 3rd Place Bossier Press Tribune Bossier City Pat Culverhouse 
6 1st Place The Era-Leader Franklinton Danny Nowlin 
6 2nd Place Ascension Citizen Gonzales Lester Kenyon 
    Craig Jackson 
    Angela Boudreaux 
6 3rd Place Teche News St. Martinville Steven K. Landry 
6 Honorable Mention Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne Paul Kedinger 
7 1st Place Madison Journal Tallulah George Graham 
7 2nd Place The Guardian-Journal Homer Susan T. Herring 
7 3rd Place West Side Journal Port Allen Chris Chatelain 



1999 Better Newspaper Editorial Competition (page 9)  
Best Continuing Coverage of a Governmental Issue 
1 1st Place The Advocate Baton Rouge 
1 2nd Place The Times-Picayune New  
2 1st Place News-Star Monroe 
2 2nd Place The Advertiser Lafayette 
2 3rd Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma  
3 2nd Place Daily Star Hammond 
3 3rd Place The Daily Comet Thibodaux 
3 Honorable Mention Daily World Opelousas 
4 1st Place Minden Press-Herald Minden 
4 2nd Place The Daily Review Morgan City 
4 3rd Place The Daily News Bogalusa 
5 1st Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs 
5 2nd Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte  
5 3rd Place L'Observateur LaPlace 
6 1st Place The Pointe Coupee Banner New Roads 
6 2nd Place The Era-Leader Franklinton 
6 3rd Place Concordia Sentinel Ferriday 
7 1st Place West Side Journal Port Allen 
7 2nd Place The Donaldsonville Chief Donaldsonville 
7 3rd Place The Guardian-Journal Homer 
 
Best Investigative Reporting 
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Anand  Vaishnav 
    Brian Thevenot 
1 2nd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Jeffrey Meitrodt  
1 3rd Place The Times Shreveport Alisa Stingley 
     Stephaan Harris 
2 1st Place The Advertiser Lafayette Charlie Deitch 
    Angie Drobnic 
    Claire Taylor 
2 2nd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Steve Bannister  
2 3rd Place The Advertiser Lafayette Claire Taylor  
3 1st Place The Courier Houma Steven Ward 
3 2nd Place The Courier Houma Patrick Thomas 

Lebron Miles 
Amy Wold 

3 3rd Place Daily Star Hammond Dori Claytor  
4 1st Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Staff 
4 2nd Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Staff 
4 3rd Place Jennings Daily News Jennings Jessica Richard 
5 1st Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte Andy Duet 
5 2nd Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs Alice Dowty 
5 3rd Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs Alice Dowty 
6 1st Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Deidre Cruse 
6 2nd Place Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne Paul Kedinger 
6 3rd Place The Era-Leader Franklinton Danny Nowlin 
7 1st Place Madison Journal Tallulah George Graham 
7 2nd Place Madison Journal Tallulah George Graham 
7 3rd Place Richland Beacon-News Rayville Michelle Allen 



1999 Better Newspaper Editorial Competition (page 10)  
Best Special Section (Editorial Content) 
1 1st Place The Advocate Baton Rouge 
1 2nd Place The Times Shreveport 
1 3rd Place The Times Shreveport 
2 1st Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles 
2 2nd Place The Town Talk Alexandria 
2 3rd Place The Advertiser Lafayette 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma  
3 2nd Place The Daily Iberian New Iberia 
3 3rd Place Daily Star Hammond 
3 Honorable Mention The Courier Houma  
4 1st Place Minden Press-Herald Minden 
4 2nd Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidello 
4 3rd Place Abbeville Meridional Abbeville 
4 Honorable Mention Abbeville Meridional Abbeville 
5 1st Place L'Observateur LaPlace 
5 2nd Place L'Observateur LaPlace 
5 3rd Place The News-Banner Covington 
5 3rd Place The Ville Platte Gazette Ville Platte 
6 1st Place Ascension Citizen Gonzales 
6 2nd Place The Jena Times-Olla-Tullos Signal Jena 
6 3rd Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine 
6 Honorable Mention The Pointe Coupee Banner New Roads 
7 1st Place St. Tammany Farmer Covington  
7 2nd Place Richland Beacon-News Rayville 
7 3rd Place The Gueydan Journal Gueydanir  
7 Honorable Mention West Carroll Gazette Oak Grove 
 

Most Effective Use of Graphic Design on a Single Page 
1 1st Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Jay Martin 
1 2nd Place The Times Shreveport David Wright 
1 3rd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Emmett Mayer 
2 1st Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles Donna Price 
2 2nd Place The Advertiser Lafayette Thomas Knapp 
2 3rd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Amanda Guillot 
3 1st Place The Daily Iberian New Iberia Jennifer May 
3 2nd Place The Daily Comet Thibodaux Trish Brunet 
3 3rd Place The Courier Houma Mike Scott 
4 1st Place Minden Press-Herald Minden Brian Carlisle 
4 2nd Place Jennings Daily News Jennings Brent Mitchell 
4 3rd Place Minden Press-Herald Minden Brian Carlisle 
4 Honorable Mention Jennings Daily News Jennings Jessica Richard  
5 1st Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs Mike Dowty 
5 2nd Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte Wade Rico 
5 3rd Place L'Observateur LaPlace Inez Smith 
5 Honorable Mention L'Observateur LaPlace Sandy Seal 
6 1st Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Ellie Hebert 
6 2nd Place Teche News St. Martinville Melissa B. Landry 
6 3rd Place Concordia Sentinel Ferriday Angela Essary 
7 1st Place West Side Journal Port Allen Pam Mather  
7 2nd Place The Observer Baker Gerri Davidson 
7 3rd Place The Donaldsonville Chief Donaldsonville Cassandra Brimmer 



1999 Better Newspaper Editorial Competition (page 11)  
Best Headline 
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Jerry McLeod 
1 2nd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Jerry McLeod 
1 3rd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Bill Sierichs 
1 Honorable Mention The Advocate Baton Rouge Ted Griggs 
2 1st Place The Advertiser Lafayette Bill Decker 
2 2nd Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles Dennis Spears 
2 3rd Place The Advertiser Lafayette Mike Hasten 
3 1st Place Daily Star Hammond Shannon Simpson 
3 2nd Place The Courier Houma Lebron Miles 
3 3rd Place The Courier Houma Jennifer Brown 
3 Honorable Mention Daily Star Hammond John Lenz 
4 1st Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Jane Crawford 
4 2nd Place The Daily News Bogalusa Bob Ann Breland 
4 3rd Place Minden Press-Herald Minden Tracy Campbell 
5 1st Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte Dan Moore 
5 2nd Place The Ville Platte Gazette Ville Platte Carissa Hebert 
5 3rd Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte Al Rogers 
5 Honorable Mention Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs Mike Dowty 
6 1st Place The Franklin Sun Winnsboro Rod Elrod 
6 2nd Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Ellie Hebert 
6 3rd Place Ascension Citizen Gonzales Craig Jackson 
6 Honorable Mention Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Ellie Hebert 
7 1st Place The Basile Weekly Basile Darrel LeJeune 
7 2nd Place West Side Journal Port Allen Jeremy Alford 
7 3rd Place The Basile Weekly Basile Darrel LeJeune 
 
Best News Photo 
1 1st Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Jeff Adkins 
1 2nd Place The Times Shreveport Amy Beth Bennett 
1 3rd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Alex Brandon 
2 1st Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles Ernest Lambert 
2 2nd Place The Advertiser Lafayette Brad Kemp 
2 3rd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Todd Drumwright 
2 Honorable Mention The Advertiser Lafayette P.C. Piazza  
3 1st Place Daily World Opelousas Freddie Herpin 
3 2nd Place Daily Star Hammond Randy Bergeron 
3 3rd Place The Courier Houma Cindy Skop 
3 Honorable Mention Daily Star Hammond Kari Haley 
4 1st Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Matthew P. D'Agostino 
4 2nd Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Ken Holt 
4 3rd Place Minden Press-Herald Minden David Specht, Jr. 
5 1st Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte Andy Duet 
5 2nd Place The News-Banner Covington Thom Bennett  
5 3rd Place L'Observateur LaPlace Leonard Gray  
6 1st Place Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne Paul Kedinger  
6 2nd Place Concordia Sentinel Ferriday Rhett Powell 
6 3rd Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Peggy Alonzo 
7 1st Place Coushatta Citizen Coushatta J.M. Jones 
7 2nd Place Kentwood News-Ledger Kentwood Steve Byrd 
7 3rd Place The Guardian-Journal Homer Kathryn H. Hightower 
7 Honorable Mention Coushatta Citizen Coushatta J.M. Jones 



1999 Better Newspaper Editorial Competition (page 12)  
Best Feature Photo 
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Ted Jackson 
1 2nd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Mark Saltz 
1 3rd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Arthur Lauck 
2 1st Place The Town Talk Alexandria Katherine Ganter 
2 2nd Place The Advertiser Lafayette Brad Kemp 
2 3rd Place The Advertiser Lafayette John Rowland 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma Bryan Tuck 
3 2nd Place Daily Star Hammond Kari Haley 
3 3rd Place The Daily Comet Thibodaux Abby Tabor 
3 Honorable Mention The Daily Iberian New Iberia Lee Ball 
4 1st Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Gilda Perkins 
4 2nd Place Minden Press-Herald Minden Sandra Brown  
4 3rd Place Abbeville Meridional Abbeville Gwen Broussard 
5 1st Place The News-Banner Covington Thom Bennettt 
5 2nd Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs David Normand 
5 3rd Place L'Observateur LaPlace Tommy Williams 
6 1st Place The Era-Leader Franklinton Danny Nowlin 
6 2nd Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Peggy Alonzo 
6 3rd Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Ellie Hebert 
7 1st Place The Gueydan Journal Gueydan Mike Rizzuto 
7 2nd Place The Basile Weekly Basile Brandon LeJeune 
7 3rd Place Amite Tangi-Digest Amite Carol Brooke   
7 Honorable Mention Kentwood News-Ledger Kentwood Steve Byrd 
 

Best Sports Feature Photo 
1 1st Place The Times Shreveport Jim Hudelson 
1 2nd Place The Times Shreveport Jim Hudelson 
1 3rd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Ellis Lucia 
2 1st Place The Town Talk Alexandria Douglas Collier 
2 2nd Place The Advertiser Lafayette Brad Kemp 
2 3rd Place The Advertiser Lafayette Brad Kemp 
2 Honorable Mention The Town Talk Alexandria Katherine Ganter 
2 Honorable Mention The Advertiser Lafayette John Rowland 
2 Honorable Mention News-Star Monroe Michael Dunlap 
3 1st Place Daily Star Hammond Kari Haley 
3 2nd Place The Courier Houma Cindy Skop 
3 3rd Place Daily Star Hammond Roger  Zettler 
3 Honorable Mention Daily Star Hammond Kari Haley 
4 1st Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Matthew P. D'Agostino 
4 2nd Place The Ruston Daily Leader Ruston O.K. Davis 
4 3rd Place The Daily Review Morgan City Chuck Boudreaux 
5 1st Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte Andy Crawford 
5 2nd Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte Andy Duet 
5 3rd Place L'Observateur LaPlace Michael Kiral 
6 1st Place The Era-Leader Franklinton Danny Nowlin  
6 2nd Place Ascension Citizen Gonzales Craig Jackson 
6 3rd Place Franklin Sun Winnsboro Monica Huff 
6 Honorable Mention Concordia Sentinel Ferriday Rhett Powell 
7 1st Place Amite Tangi-Digest Amite Trish Simpson 
    Carol Brooke 
7 2nd Place The Bunkie Record Bunkie Garland Forman 
7 3rd Place The Basile Weekly Basile Darrel LeJeune 
7 Honorable Mention The Bunkie Record Bunkie Brenda Barnhart 
7 Honorable Mention West Side Journal Port Allen Mark Smith 
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Best Action Sports Photo 
1 1st Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Bill Feig 
1 2nd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Bill Feig 
1 3rd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Mark Saltz 
2 1st Place The Town Talk Alexandria Stephen Reed 
2 2nd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Stephen Reed 
2 3rd Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles John David Phelps 
2 3rd Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles Ernest Lambert 
2 Honorable Mention The Advertiser Lafayette Brad Kemp 
2 Honorable Mention Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles Ernest Lambert 
3 1st Place Daily Star Hammond John Lenz 
3 2nd Place The Courier Houma Cindy Skop 
3 3rd Place Daily Star Hammond Roger Zettler 
3 Honorable Mention Daily World Opelousas David Gremillion 
4 1st Place The Ruston Daily Leader Ruston O.K. Davis 
4 2nd Place The Daily Review Morgan City Sedonia Berthelot 
4 3rd Place The Daily Review Morgan City Rob DeArmond 
4 Honorable Mention Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Charles Longton 
5 1st Place L'Observateur LaPlace Michael Kiral  
5 2nd Place L'Observateur LaPlace Tommy Williams 
5 3rd Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs David Normand 
5 Honorable Mention The Eunice News Eunice John Fontenot 
5 Honorable Mention L'Observateur LaPlace Michael Kiral 
6 1st Place Concordia Sentinel Ferriday Rhett Powell 
6 2nd Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Tryve Brackin 
6 3rd Place Concordia Sentinel Ferriday Rhett Powell 
6 Honorable Mention Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne Jason Lopez 
7 1st Place Coushatta Citizen Coushatta J.M. Jones 
7 2nd Place Amite Tangi-Digest Amite Trish Simpson 
7 3rd Place The Basile Weekly Basile Brandon LeJeune 
7 Honorable Mention The Guardian-Journal Homer Wesley Spiller 
 

Best Photo Feature 
1 1st Place The Advocate Baton Rouge Mark Saltz 
1 2nd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Ted Jackson 
1 3rd Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans G. Andrew Boyd 
2 1st Place The Advertiser Lafayette John Rowland 
2 2nd Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles Ernest Lambert 
2 3rd Place The Advertiser Lafayette P.C. Piazza 
3 1st Place Daily Star Hammond Kari Haley, Randy Bergeron 
3 2nd Place The Courier Houma Cindy Skop 
3 3rd Place Daily Star Hammond Randy Bergeron 
    Kari Haley 
    Tommy Poole 
4 1st Place The Daily News Bogalusa Danny Hanemann 
4 2nd Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell Matthew P. D'Agostino 
4 3rd Place The Daily News Bogalusa Danny Hanemann 
4 Honorable Mention The Ruston Daily Leader Ruston John Colvin 
4 Honorable Mention The Ruston Daily Leader Ruston Michele Hilton 
5 1st Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte Al Rogers 
5 2nd Place L'Observateur LaPlace Stacey Plaisance 
5 3rd Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs David Normand 
6 1st Place Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne Paul Kedinger 
6 2nd Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine Sissy Irwin 
6 3rd Place Ascension Citizen Gonzales Mike Oatman 
6 Honorable Mention Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne Paul Kedinger 
7 1st Place Amite Tangi-Digest Amite Carol Brooke 
7 2nd Place The Gueydan Journal Gueydan Beverly Baker 
7 3rd Place The Bunkie Record Bunkie Garland Forman 
7 Honorable Mention The Donaldsonville Chief Donaldsonville Jennifer Cooke 

Mike Pace 
Peter Waguespack 
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Best Editorial Cartoon 
Daily Division 
 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans Walt Handelsman 
 3rd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge David Norwood 
 2nd Place The Town Talk Alexandria Paxton Barbat 
 

Weekly Division 
 1st Place The Bunkie Record Bunkie Allan Shaw 
 2nd Place The Bunkie Record Bunkie Allan Shaw 
 3rd Place Coushatta Citizen Coushatta J.M. Jones 
 

Best Website 
A 1st Place The News-Banner Covington 
A 2nd Place The Daily Iberian New Iberia 
A 3rd Place Daily Star Hammond 
B 1st Place The Times Shreveport 
B 2nd Place The Town Talk Alexandria 
B 3rd Place The Advertiser Lafayette 
C 1st Place The Advocate Baton Rouge 
C 2nd Place Daily World Opelousas 
C 3rd Place L'Observateur LaPlace 
D 1st Place The Courier Houma 
 
Total Newspaper Design 
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans 
1 2nd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge 
1 3rd Place The Times Shreveport 
2 1st Place The Advertiser Lafayette 
2 2nd Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles 
2 3rd Place News-Star Monroe 
2 Honorable Mention The Town Talk Alexandria 
3 1st Place The Daily Iberian New Iberia 
3 2nd Place The Courier Houma  
3 3rd Place Daily Star Hammond 
4 1st Place Minden Press-Herald Minden 
4 2nd Place The Ruston Daily Leader Ruston  
4 3rd Place Southwest Daily News Sulphur 
5 1st Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs 
5 2nd Place L'Observateur LaPlace 
5 3rd Place Bossier Press Tribune Bossier City 
6 1st Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine 
6 2nd Place The Era-Leader Franklinton 
6 3rd Place Ascension Citizen Gonzales 
6 Honorable Mention Rayne Acadian-Tribune Rayne 
7 1st Place Amite Tangi-Digest Amite 
7 2nd Place West Side Journal Port Allen 
7 3rd Place Richland Beacon-News Rayville 
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General Excellence in Editorial  
1 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans 
1 2nd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge 
1 3rd Place The Times Shreveport 
2 1st Place The Advertiser Lafayette 
2 2nd Place Lake Charles American Press Lake Charles 
2 3rd Place News-Star Monroe 
2 Honorable Mention The Town Talk Alexandria 
3 1st Place The Courier Houma 
3 2nd Place The Daily Iberian New Iberia 
3 3rd Place The Daily Comet Thibodaux 
4 1st Place The Ruston Daily Leader Ruston 
4 2nd Place The Daily News Bogalusa 
4 3rd Place Slidell Sentry-News Slidell 
5 1st Place Denham Springs-Livingston Parish News Denham Springs 
5 2nd Place Bossier Press Tribune Bossier City 
5 3rd Place L'Observateur LaPlace 
6 1st Place Ascension Citizen Gonzales6 
6 2nd Place Plaquemine Post/South Plaquemine 
6 3rd Place Concordia Sentinel Ferriday 
7 1st Place Madison Journal Tallulah 
7 2nd Place Richland Beacon-News Rayville 
7 3rd Place West Side Journal Port Allen 
 
Community Service 
A 1st Place The Times-Picayune New Orleans 
A 2nd Place The Advocate Baton Rouge 
A 3rd Place The Town Talk Alexandria 
B 1st Place The Ville Platte Gazette Ville Platte 
B 2nd Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte 
B 3rd Place L'Observateur LaPlace 
C 1st Place The St. Bernard Voice Arabi 
C 2nd Place Richland Beacon-News Rayville 
C 3rd Place The Basile Weekly Basile 
C Honorable Mention Caddo Citizen Vivian 
 

Oops! 
1st Place The Basile Weekly Basile 
2nd Place St. Charles Herald-Guide Boutte 
3rd Place The Courier Houma 



1999 
Better Student Newspaper Competition 

 
Staff Generated - Black & White 1/4 Page or Under  
1st Place Contraband Lake Charles 
2nd Place Gramblinite Grambling 
3rd Place Gramblinite Grambling 
 
Staff Generated - Black & White Over 1/4 Page  
1st Place Loyola Maroon New Orleans 
2nd Place Gramblinite Grambling 
 
Staff Generated - Color Over 1/4 Page  
1st Place Gramblinite Grambling 
2nd Place Tech Talk Ruston 
3rd Place Contraband Lake Charles 
 
Advertising Idea or Promotion  
1st Place Loyola Maroon New Orleans 
 
Best News Story or News Feature 
1st Place Tech Talk Ruston Susan Fly 
2nd Place Hullabaloo New Orleans Matt German 
3rd Place Loyola Maroon New Orleans Robert  Treadway 
 
Best Sports Story or Sports Feature 
1st Place Tech Talk Ruston Adam Terry 
2nd Place Contraband Lake Charles Andy Bates 
3rd Place Gramblinite Grambling Shanel Hicks 
Honorable Mention Gramblinite Grambling Eddie Daniels 
 
Best Column 
1st Place Gramblinite Grambling Faith Karimi 
2nd Place Gramblinite Grambling Emeri O'Brien 
3rd Place Tech Talk Ruston Cori Roberts 
 
Best General News Photo or Feature Photo  
1st Place Contraband Lake Charles O.J. Ycaza 
2nd Place Gramblinite Grambling Dameon Runnels 
3rd Place Contraband Lake Charles O.J. Ycaza 
 
Best Sports Photograph  
1st Place Tech Talk Ruston Tia Owens 
2nd Place Gramblinite Grambling Damiko Morris 
3rd Place Contraband Lake Charles Roderick Anderson 
Honorable Mention Gramblinite Grambling Ricardo Brazziell 
 
General Excellence  
1st Place Hullabaloo New Orleans 
2nd Place Tech Talk Ruston 
3rd Place Loyola Maroon New Orleans 
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1999 
Free Circulation & Special Interest 

Editorial Competition 
 
Best Front Page  
1st Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans 
2nd Place Acadiana Lifestyle New Iberia 
3rd Place CityBusiness New Orleans 
 
Best Feature Story  
1st Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans Michael Tisserand 
2nd Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans Julia Kamysz Lane 
3rd Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette Penny Brown Roberts 
 
Best News Story 
1st Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans Michael Depp 

  Michael Powelson 
2nd Place Baton Rouge Business Report Baton Rouge Anne Lauren Henslee 

  Rob Anderson 
3rd Place Baton Rouge Business Report Baton Rouge Rob Anderson 

  Chris Gautreau 
 
Best Regular Column 
1st Place Bayou Business Review Houma Chuck Boutwell 
2nd Place Baton Rouge Business Report Baton Rouge Kelly King Alexander 
3rd Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette Judy Johnson 
Honorable Mention The Times of Acadiana Lafayette Charlie Bier 
 
Lifestyle 
1st Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette 
2nd Place Lifestyle Gambit Weekly New Orleans 
3rd Place Lifestyle Lifestyle Lafayette Lafayette 
 
Best News Coverage 
1st Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans 
2nd Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette 
3rd Place Baton Rouge Business Report Baton Rouge 
 
Best Continuing Coverage of a Single News Event  
1st Place CityBusiness New Orleans Stephen Stuart 
2nd Place Times of Southwest Louisiana Lake Charles Ann M. McMurry 
3rd Place CityBusiness New Orleans Chris Bonura 
1st Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette 
2nd Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans 
3rd Place CityBusiness New Orleans Stephen Stuart 
 
Best Investigative Reporting 
1st Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans Christi  Daughterty 
2nd Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette Penny Brown Roberts 
3rd Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans Christi Daughterty 



1999 Free Circulation & Special Interest Editorial Competition (page 2) 

Best Special Section (Editorial Content) 
1st Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette 
2nd Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette 
3rd Place Times of Southwest Louisiana Lake Charles 
Honorable Mention CityBusiness New Orleans 
 
Most Effective Use of Graphic Design on a Single Page  
1st Place Acadiana Lifestyle New Iberia Melissa Hebert 
2nd Place Baton Rouge Business Report Baton Rouge Paulette Senior 
3rd Place Lifestyle Lafayette Lafayette Melissa Hebert 
Honorable Mention The Times of Acadiana Lafayette Kevin Pontiff 
 
Best News Photo  
1st Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans Cheryl Gerber 
2nd Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans Tracie Morris 
3rd Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette Terri Fensel 
1st Place Baton Rouge Business Report Baton Rouge David Wood 
2nd Place Acadiana Lifestyle New Iberia Mickey Delcambre 
3rd Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans Tracie Morris 
Honorable Mention Acadiana Lifestyle New Iberia Mary Tutwiler 
 
Best Photo Feature 
1st Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette Terri Fensel 
2nd Place The Jeanerette Enterprise Jeanerette Karma Champagne 
3rd Place The Jeanerette Enterprise Jeanerette Karma Champagne 
Honorable Mention The Times of Acadiana Lafayette Terri Fensel 
 
Best Web Site 
1st Place Gambit Weekly New Orleans 
2nd Place CityBusiness New Orleans 
3rd Place Rouge Business Report Baton Rouge 
 
Total Publication Design 
1st Place CityBusiness New Orleans 
2nd Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette 
3rd Place Times of Southwest Louisiana Lake Charles 
 
General Excellence 
1st Place The Times of Acadiana Lafayette 
2nd Place Baton Rouge Business Report Baton Rouge 
3rd Place Lifestyle Lafayette 
 Lafayette 
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